


Weaponizing Care

*theories and histories of self- and communal care; right-wing co-option, including by the Asian American 
right wing; gendered Islamophobia, casteism, and Hindu fascism; normalized violence and pain; call out



enacting  absorbing

care

violence
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Caring for myself is not self- indulgence, it is self- preservation, and that is 
an act of political warfare.
— Audre Lorde, A Burst of Light

Care has reentered the zeitgeist. In the immediate aftermath of the 2016 
US presidential election, op- eds on #selfcare exploded across media plat-
forms.1 But for all the popular focus on self- care rituals, new collective 
movements have also emerged in which moral imperatives to act — to 
care — are a central driving force. In a recent interview, Angela Davis 
explicitly tied social change to care: “I think our notions of what counts 
as radical have changed over time. Self- care and healing and attention to 
the body and the spiritual dimension — all of this is now a part of radical 
social justice struggles. That wasn’t the case before.”2 Davis points to a 
growing awareness that individual impulses and interior lives, the inti-
mate and banal details of family histories and personal experiences, are 
directly connected to external forces. Care, then, is fundamental to social 
movements. For examples we might look to the way that Indigenous peo-
ples and their allies have rearticulated their positions as protectors rather 
than protesters, emphasizing the importance of caring for and being good 
stewards of the earth, or how Occupy- style actions emerged at US Immi-
gration and Customs Enforcement detention centers to denounce the 
separation of migrant children from their families in “tender age camps” 
at the US border, positioning parental care (both to give and to receive it) 
as a human right.3 While the phenomenon of care as political warfare has 
a long genealogy (one that we outline below), it has taken on fresh signi!-

Radical Care
Survival Strategies for Uncertain Times

Hi‘ilei Julia Kawehipuaakahaopulani Hobart 
and Tamara Kneese

Downloaded from https://read.dukeupress.edu/social-text/article-pdf/38/1 (142)/1/781472/0380001.pdf
by guest
on 13 March 2020



1 Social Text 142  •  March 2020

Social Text 142 • Vol. 38, No. 1 • March 2020

DOI 10.1215/01642472-7971067 © 2020 Duke University Press

Caring for myself is not self- indulgence, it is self- preservation, and that is 
an act of political warfare.
— Audre Lorde, A Burst of Light

Care has reentered the zeitgeist. In the immediate aftermath of the 2016 
US presidential election, op- eds on #selfcare exploded across media plat-
forms.1 But for all the popular focus on self- care rituals, new collective 
movements have also emerged in which moral imperatives to act — to 
care — are a central driving force. In a recent interview, Angela Davis 
explicitly tied social change to care: “I think our notions of what counts 
as radical have changed over time. Self- care and healing and attention to 
the body and the spiritual dimension — all of this is now a part of radical 
social justice struggles. That wasn’t the case before.”2 Davis points to a 
growing awareness that individual impulses and interior lives, the inti-
mate and banal details of family histories and personal experiences, are 
directly connected to external forces. Care, then, is fundamental to social 
movements. For examples we might look to the way that Indigenous peo-
ples and their allies have rearticulated their positions as protectors rather 
than protesters, emphasizing the importance of caring for and being good 
stewards of the earth, or how Occupy- style actions emerged at US Immi-
gration and Customs Enforcement detention centers to denounce the 
separation of migrant children from their families in “tender age camps” 
at the US border, positioning parental care (both to give and to receive it) 
as a human right.3 While the phenomenon of care as political warfare has 
a long genealogy (one that we outline below), it has taken on fresh signi!-

Radical Care
Survival Strategies for Uncertain Times

Hi‘ilei Julia Kawehipuaakahaopulani Hobart 
and Tamara Kneese

Downloaded from https://read.dukeupress.edu/social-text/article-pdf/38/1 (142)/1/781472/0380001.pdf
by guest
on 13 March 2020







content alert: mention of specific violence
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